
 
 

DESIGN REVIEW COMMITTEE  
AGENDA 

July 21, 2022 
9:00 A.M. 

 
 
 

REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING- VIRTUAL 
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER –  
 
2. ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS – 
 
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF – June 16, 2022 
 
4. APPLICATIONS – 

1. Certificate of Compliance with Design Guidelines in order make modifications to the 
exterior at 5603 Yukon Street.  

5. OTHER ITEMS –  
 
6. ADJOURN – 



 DESIGN REVIEW COMMITTEE 
 SUMMARY OF MEETING MINUTES 

 JUNE 16, 2022 
 9:00 A.M. 

 Design Review Committee minutes are not an exact transcript and represent key points and the 
 basis of discussion. 

 1.  CALL TO ORDER –  9:08 A.M. 

 2.  ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS –  Debbie Pearson, Scott Spears,  William Cheever, Fong Lee, 
 Peter Kazura, Steve Byers, Julie Thompson 

 THOSE ABSENT:  - Scott Spears 

 It was moved by Ms. Pearson to excuse Mr. Spears 

 Those voting yes: Pearson, Cheever, Lee, Kazura, Byers, Thompson 
 Those voting no: None 
 The motion passed: 6-0 

 ALSO PRESENT:  Ryan Stachelski, Director of Community  and Economic Development; Rob 
 Smetana, Manager of City Planning and Development;  Emily Grogg, Sr. Ass’t. City Attorney; 
 Cheryl Drake, City Planner; Josie Suk, Systems and Administrative Manager; Abigail Ogg, 
 Administrative Specialist/Recording Secretary. 

 3.  NEW BUSINESS-ELECTIONS 

 Mr. Cheever nominated Debbie Pearson for Chair. 
 Mr. Byers and Mr. Lee seconded the motion. 
 Those voting Yes: Kazura, Lee, Cheever, Byers, Thompson, Pearson 
 Those voting No: 
 Those absent: Spears 
 The motion carried: 6-0 

 Ms. Pearson nominated Mr. Cheever for Vice Chair 
 Those voting Yes: Kazura, Lee, Cheever, Byers, Thompson, Pearson 
 Those voting No: 
 Those absent: Spears 
 The motion carried: 6-0 
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 Ms. Pearson nominated Scott Spears for secretary 
 Those voting Yes: Kazura, Lee, Cheever, Byers, Thompson, Pearson 
 Those voting No: 
 Those absent: Spears 
 The motion carried: 6-0 

 5.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR –  March 17, 2022 - Minutes  are approved as printed. 

 6.  TRAINING 

 Ms. Grogg provided the legal training and requirements. 

 Ms. Drake provided Design Review Committee Training. 

 7.  PUBLIC COMMENT 
 None 

 8.  APPLICATIONS 

 None 

 COMMITTEE DISCUSSION 

 MOTION 

 DISCUSSION ON MOTION 

 9.  OTHER ITEMS 

 The board discussed proper procedures and actions for upcoming meetings. 

 10.  ADJOURN –  10:58 A.M. 

 Debbie Pearson, Chair 

 Scott Spears, Secretary 

 Abigail Ogg, Recording Secretary 
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 COMMUNITY AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
 MOTION 

 DESIGN REVIEW COMMITTEE 

 DATE:  July 21,2022 

 ITEM:  DA2022-0044, 5603  Yukon St. Certificate of Compliance 

 APPLICANT:  Carrie Briscoe, AURA 

 ACTION PROPOSED:  Recommendation to Community and  Economic Development 

 Director 

 CASE PLANNER:  Jeremiah Bebo 

 MOTION:  MOVED BY: 

 That as to DA2022-0044, 5603 Yukon Street Certificate of Compliance with Design 
 Guidelines, the following recommendation be adopted and transmitted to the Community & 
 Economic Development Director: 

 OPTIONS: 

 (1)  ___ That the application be found in compliance with all applicable Design Guidelines 
 set forth in the Design Guidelines for Olde Town Arvada. 

 (2)  ___ That a partial waiver be granted from Design Guideline 7.22 (Mural content) based 
 upon a determination that criteria No(s) Outlined on Pages 3-4 of the staff report apply. 

 (3)  ___That a full waiver be granted from Design Guideline 3.22 (Historic color scheme) 
 based upon a determination that criteria No(s) outlined on pages 3-4 of the staff report 
 apply. 

 AND  that, as to all other applicable Design  Guidelines, the application be found in 
 compliance therewith. 

 (4)  ___ That the application be denied as failing to comply with the following specific Design 
 Guideline(s), with no Waiver being appropriate (cite guideline) 



Arvada Design Review Advisory Committee 
Staff Report 

DA2022-0044 
 

NATURE OF REQUEST 
 
The applicant, Arvada Urban Renewal Authority (AURA), has requested a Certificate of 
Compliance with the Design Guidelines in order to apply a painted mural on the front 
façade of the building at 5603 Yukon Street.  
 
HISTORY OF THE SITE 
 
The single-story building was constructed in 1960; however it is unknown exactly what it 
was built for. In 1985, Arvada Heritage Printers moved into the building and housed its 
operations there. Several other businesses had located there after that. 
 
The building is an example of Modern style commercial construction in Arvada with 
minimal exterior ornamentation, flat roof, overhanging eaves, and slab and sliding doors 
and brick. At one point in time, a concrete wall was present that enclosed an outdoor 
patio; however, its removal does not represent a significant compromise to the integrity, 
workmanship, materials, or feeling. The north and south portions of the wall remain.  The 
structure is not within the Arvada Downtown Historic District but is considered 
contributing should the boundaries be altered. 
 

 
 



 
 
 

           

 
                       2022 

LAND USE ACTIVITY SUMMARY 
 
The applicant is proposing a new painted triptych mural on the front façade of the 
building. The mural will be split up and painted on three existing substrates which are 
currently painted blue. The new mural would contain five different Sherwin Williams paint 
colors (pink shadow, summer day, outgoing orange, lemon meringue, and Williamsburg 
Wythe blue).  
 
 

 



 

 
 
COMPLIANCE ANALYSIS 
 
The design guidelines applicable to this project are evaluated in the following discussion. 
 
Treatment of Historical Resources  
3.22 Using the historic color scheme is encouraged.  

• If the historic scheme is not known, then an interpretation of schemes on similar 
historic buildings is appropriate. 

• Generally, one muted color is used as a background, which unifies the 
composition. 

• One or two other colors are usually used for accent to highlight details and trim. 
These should be applied consistently, for example, do not paint windows a 
different color. 

• Brilliant luminescent and day-glow colors are inappropriate. 

• High gloss paints and finishes are inappropriate. 
 

The proposed mural uses a total of five different colors. These colors were chosen to 
reflect a mid-century modern aesthetic that the applicant wishes to achieve both on the 
external and internal portions of the building. The lemon meringue color may compliment 
the blonde brick used on the facade of the building. And the Williamsburg Wythe blue 
will match the color used on the doors. Staff believes that a waiver is required.  
 

Design Guidelines for Signs 
 
Murals 
7.22 Mural content should be appropriate to Olde Town Arvada and its environs. 

• The mural may not depict a commercial product brand name or symbolic logo that 
is currently available.  

 



The proposed mural does not depict a commercial product brand name. However the 
mural does not depict content that reflects cultural, historic, or environmental events. 
Staff believes that a waiver is required.  
  
7.23 A mural should be incorporated as an element of the overall building design. 

• The mural should complement the wall on which it is placed. 

• It should not obscure key features of a historic building. 
 

The proposed mural does not obscure key features of the building.  
 

 
CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE SUMMARY 

 
Section 8-3-5-4 of the Land Development Code establishes that the Design Review 
Advisory Committee consider the applications and makes recommendations to the 
Community Development Director.  Such action could include approval, approval with 
conditions, waiver or partial waiver from the requirements, or denial.   
 
A waiver may be granted based upon a determination of any one of the following criteria: 

1. The proposed land-use activity is of a nature that will not substantially alter, 
or erode the authenticity of, any historically significant exterior feature of an 
existing structure and is compatible with both the distinctive characteristics of 
the Arvada Downtown Historic District or Olde Town Zoning District, or the 
Reno Park Design Guidelines Project Area, as applicable, and with the intent 
and purpose of the applicable Design Guidelines;  

2. The proposed land-use activity is of a nature that will not undermine, impair, 
or conflict with the intent of the applicable Zoning District, and is compatible 
with both the distinctive characteristics of the Arvada Downtown Historic 
District, Olde Town Zoning Districts, or Reno Park Design Guidelines Project 
Area, as applicable, and the intent and purpose of the applicable Design 
Guidelines; 

3. Strict compliance with the Design Guidelines would create an economic 
hardship, such that the cost to strictly comply would result in an inability to 
obtain any reasonable economic return on the property; or 

4. The proposed land-use activity is of comparable architectural and historical 
value and authenticity to that required by the applicable Design Guidelines 
and is consistent with the intent and purpose of the applicable Design 
Guidelines. 

 
The attached guideline matrix provides a summary of Staff’s position as to where the 
application lies, with respect to individual guidelines, on a spectrum.  Staff is of the 
opinion that the majority of the guidelines and criteria have been met, and that waivers 
for eleven guidelines would be required. The DRC is not bound by these suggestions 
and Staff’s position may change depending on additional information provided.  The 
matrix is intended as a tool to help fashion and organizing a motion. 
 
 
 



5603 Yukon Street 
DA2022-0044 

Guidelines Matrix 
 
 

The following represents Staff’s position as to where the application lies, with respect to 

individual guidelines, on a spectrum.  The guidelines are noted as being clearly met (●), 
as not being met, however a waiver is justified (●), or as not being met, and a waiver has 
not been justified (●).  Where two selections are made, a determination as to whether or 
not the guideline has been met is necessary.  The suggested motion which references 
waivers on the coversheet assumes waivers are necessary if not clearly indicated as 
being met (●) in the matrix. 

 
The DRC is not bound by these suggestions and Staff’s position may change depending 
on additional information provided.  The matrix is intended as a tool to help fashion and 
organizing a motion. 

 
 
No. Guideline Guideline 

Met 
Guideline 
Not Met  
Waiver 

Justified 

Guideline 
Not Met  
Waiver 

Not 
Justified 

TREATMENT OF HISTORIC RESOURCES 

3.22 Historic color scheme  ● ● 

SIGNS 

7.22 Mural content  ● ● 

7.23 Mural & building design  ●   
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